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There has been much bridge-watch opportunity 

lately due to the three covered bridge rehabilitation pro-

jects being completed: Hutchins and Creamery West Hill 

CBs in Montgomery and Kingsbury CB in Randolph. Joe 

Nelson has followed up with site visits and excellent 

photos of both of the Montgomery bridges.  

 Also, new projects are underway in Rockingham 

(Worrall CB rehabilitation) and Newfane. The Newfane 

project entails the construction of a replica covered 

bridge. Ray Hitchcock has undertaken site visits and the 

posting of interesting progress photos. 

 Our fall meeting at the toll house in Windsor was 

well attended and took place on a beautiful fall day. I 

hope to see many members at our spring meeting in Jef-

fersonville as well. 

John Weaver, President, VCBS 

TENTH ANNUAL FALL MEETING OF THE 

VERMONT COVERED BRIDGE SOCIETY 

Windsor, Vermont 

September 26, 2009 

 

Windsor, Vermont was the site of the Fall Meeting of the 

Vermont Covered Bridge Society.  Held Saturday, Sep-

tember 26, 2009, the meeting site was the Toll House for 

the Windsor-Cornish covered bridge, the longest two-

span covered bridge in the United States.  The circa 1790 

cape on the Connecticut River, and adjacent to the 

bridge, was the original structure for the toll collection 

for the ferry from Cornish, New Hampshire across to 

Windsor in Vermont.       

Nineteen people were in attendance.    

President John Weaver called the meeting to order at 

10:15 a.m. 

      VCBS Officers 

· John Weaver, President 

· Joseph Nelson, Vice President 

· Irene Barna, Secretary 

· Neil Daniels, Treasurer 

  Bridger Newsletter Staff 

· Ray Hitchcock, Editor 

· Joseph Nelson, Staff Writer 

· 802-899-2093 jcnelson@together.net 

 

John Weaver. Irene Barna, Joe  Nelson, Photo by Ray Hitchcock,  

Sept 26, 2009 
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Minutes of the Spring All-Member meeting held in Wa-

terville, VT were not read as all minutes are available in 

The Bridger and on the VCBS web site.  A motion was 

made by Neil Daniels and seconded by Johnny Esau to 

accept the minutes as printed in The Bridger.  Motion 

passed. 

Treasurerôs Report 

Neil Daniels reports the following for the period January 

1, 2009 through September 19, 2009 

           Total income                $1,274.65 

          Total expense                 2,570.53 

          Income less expense   -$1,295.88 

          Income - exp ï grants       - 45.88  

BALANCE SHEET 

Union Bank Checking 01-01-09     $5,392.74 

                                    09-09-09       4,095.96 

                     Change in account    $-1,296.78 

SAVE-A-BRIDGE FUND 

 Balance    09-19-09             $4,765.00   (same as 

beginning of 2009)   

A more detailed review of the Treasurerôs Report is pre-

sented at the meeting; but in the interest of space in The 

Bridger totals only are printed here.  The full report is 

always available from Neil.      

Question from audience:  ñI gather that the purpose of 

this organization is to establish covered bridges?ò  Joe 

responds ñto promote preservation of covered bridges.ò  

John offers, ñé in numerous areas sometimes by out-

right financial grants to preserve these bridges.ò  

COMMITTEE REPORTS  

Membership   

Joe Nelson   The VCBS currently has 145 memberships - 

8 are new since January of 2009.Election ballot registrar 

has thirty two out of the 145 ballots returned thus far.  

The deadline for voting is December 1, 2009. 

Historical Committee 

Bill Carroll is the archivist.  He says, ñThere are 44 col-

lections identified and totally processed to date with, 

probably, four or five more collections still to do with 

the materials yet to get to.ò At the request of the VCBS 

he has cataloged one of the collections and sent records 

to the Library of Congress and can be found on the inter-

net.  

This is not the collection; but rather the catalog record.  

These records should be available to local libraries.  

Joe adds there is still the anticipation of making VCBS 

archival information available at the Vermont Historical 

Society, the Shelburne Museum, and the University of 

Vermont.  This issue still needs to be looked into. 

Communications 

Ray Hitchcock is the new editor of The Bridger.   He and 

his wife have visited bridges around the state via motor-

cycle over the years and have noticed changes, ñIt is in-

teresting to note how dynamic these old bridges are.ò  He 

encourages bridge watch involvement and is always 

looking for more information from members. 

Bridge Watch  

Ed Barna mentions that Halloween is approaching and 

special attention needs to be paid to the security of the 

bridges.          

John Weaver reports that the Kingsbury in Randolph, the 

Creamery or West Hill, and the East Fairfield projects 

are all completed.   

They all have had fire retardant and insecticidal applica-

tions.   No-Char outside and Shell-Guard inside, respec-

tively are used and are both a clear coat application.  On 

painted bridges, fire-guard paint is used.  The VCBS 

website gives updates. 

Archives 

Ed Barna asks if archival material, particularly digital 

photographs, should be sent to Bill Carroll as Chair of 

the Historical committee.  Bill replies that all photos are 

welcome for the archives as historical documents espe-

cially if notes accompany the photos.  Bill notes that 
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there is nothing on disc as yet.  There are lots of pictures; 

but nothing on CD which would be good to have because 

disc would have different views or show changes such as 

windows. 

Joe Nelson adds that he takes many photos as a bridge is 

being worked on -  as it is coming apart to make certain 

of details, then as it is put back together ï to ensure 

keeping the original fabric.  New innovations such as 

epoxy are being used in repairs.  Fairfield, Comstock, 

and Hutchins all have epoxy in an effort to save parts of 

key symbols.  All of this is now on record in Joeôs photo-

graphs.     

Bill says that all of the archives are in binders and that 

cross referencing is in need.  There is no searchable 

method.  To look for everything on a given bridge one 

must look in many binders.  A cross-reference system 

will take time and money. 

OLD BUSINESS 

None mentioned 

NEW BUSINESS 

Signage  

Some towns seem to be putting up height signs. 

Terry Shaw and Joe Nelson visited VTrans to talk about 

selling idea of signs.  VCBS would have to spend a lot of 

money to make it happen.  Joe says they ran against Fed-

eral law as to what can be put on a post next to a high-

way.  He thinks the best approach would be to talk to the 

towns.   

Comments followed from those in attendance regarding 

signage: 

Ed Barna says Giddings Manufacturing, Inc. in Pittsford 

manufactures signs for towns and offers to talk with 

them about it.  

Joe informs that there is a fee to put up a sign up and a 

fee to keep it up.       

However, Neil Daniels says the Fire Department in 

Weathersfield puts up signs to signify dry hydrants as 

those hydrants are not painted red.  They are small signs 

as big as an index card on a post -- and recognizable as 

indicating a dry hydrant.  He suggests having a recogniz-

able sign shape signifying a covered bridge.  Drivers of 

oversized trucks need to be warned early enough of a 

covered bridge where there might not be a place to turn 

around.  Many trucks proceed to and through the bridge 

because there was no place to turn around. 

Signage should include size plus weight limits. 

Box trucks are required to have damage insurance and 

Towns need to pursue violators if they are known. 

One comment was made regarding the number of signs 

posted on a bridge and that aesthetics are taken away 

with too much signage.   

As an example, the Upper Falls Bridge has sign attached 

to the bridge -- could it be moved to a sign post? 

It was noted that in New Hampshire a vehicle hitting a 

sturdy structure located a distance of 25 feet from some 

bridges damages an oversize vehicle before the vehicle 

would damage the bridge.  If a vehicle will not fit 

through the structure; it wonôt fit through the bridge!  

Some of these types of structures are in place near some 

Pennsylvania covered bridges as well.   

It is recommended that signs be at the intersection of 

roads on which a covered bridge is located so that drivers 

do not proceed down that road if the vehicle cannot 

safely use the bridge.  Signage seems to be a town vs. 

AOT issue.  Should the Legislature be approached on the 

issue?  It seems that box trucks are the biggest culprits 

causing bridge damage. That damage might be avoided 

with appropriate signage in appropriate places. 

Next meeting date March 27, 2010 in Jeffersonville   

Terry and Jane Shaw will host.   

No further discussion, the meeting adjourned 10:55a.m. 

The drawing yielded $23.00. 

Jan Lewandoski was the speaker talking about repairs to 

the Corning-Windsor Bridge in ô88 ó89 and the challenge 

of keeping the bridge open while working on it.     He 

spent 14 months living in the toll house in which the 

meeting was held. 
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Neil Daniels advises against walking in the near-by Cor-

nish-Windsor Bridge as it is too dangerous. ñThis bridge 

is not very good to walk in.  You are taking your life in 

own hands.ò 

 ñThe same problem existed in the 19th century because 

the horses went too fast!ò said John Weaver. 

Neil encouraged those attending to come outside after 

meeting to discuss the C-W bridge with Jan. 

Members who chose to, joined for lunch in a downtown 

Windsor diner which had a separate room VCBS to use. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Irene Barna, Secretary 

ΣΣΣ 

Oxford Memorial Library -Future Home of Theodore 

Burr Covered Bridge Resource Center 

The future home of the Theodore Burr Covered Bridge 

Resource Center moves forward! 

In November of this year, Bob and Trish Kane sent a let-

ter to ñCovered Bridge Enthusiastò encouraging them to 

participate by donating to the Theodore Burr Covered 

Bridge Resource Center. The center has applied for two 

grants and one would  be a matching grant where every 

dollar donated will be matched by the foundation. 

The Oxford Memorial Library began on a five year, 4 

Phased Capital Campaign project in 2005. Fundraising 

and grants to date have allowed the completion of Phases 

I & II. They are now ready to proceed to Phase III and 

IV.  This includes construction of shelving and display 

units.   

The Kaneôs letter states, ñThe center will preserve cov-

ered bridge models, photographs, postcards, slides, and 

numerous other resource materials, as well as organize 

an extensive library of covered bridge books.ò 

Theodore Burr built this house between 1809-1811 and it 

is the last remaining structure built by this famous cov-

ered bridge builder. It is located on the site of an ancient 

Indian Fort in the village of Oxford, NY. 

People have contributed collections and models for the 

project. Current monetary donors include: 

Mark and Wendy Comstock, Ann Arbor, MI 

Chuck and Mary Ann Devenney, Washington, PA 

Ray and Adrienne Hitchcock, Cambridgeport, VT 

Jim Jones, Indianapolis, IN 

Jan and Zhou Mo Lewandoski, Greensboro Bend, VT 

John Weaver, Montpelier, VT 

Phyllis Wells, Plattsburgh, NY 

Robert McPherson, Akron, OH 

Miriam Woolfolk, Lexington, KY 

John Daloia, St. Maryôs, KS 

Robert Salvi, Tewksbury, MA 

Morris Mele, Brewster, NY 

Bob and Trish Kane, Sherburne, NY 

Ohio Historic Bridge Association 

Edinburgh Historical Society, NY 

For more information on donations of covered bridge 

resource materials or donations to the center contact Bob 

and Trish Kane at: bobtrish68@frontiernet.net or 607-

674-9656 

 

 

Oxford Memorial Library built by Theodore Burr, used by permis-

sionðTrish Kane 
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Creamery Bridge Reconstruction Completed 

WGN 45-06-09 

By Joe Nelson 

September 16, 2009 - Montgomery's Creamery Bridge has 

passed its final inspection by the Vermont Agency of Trans-

portation and is ready for traffic.  Creamery Bridge Road, un-
marked at present, connects West Hill Road with Hill West 

Road. 

 Alpine Construction, of Schuylerville, New York, 
began work on Montgomery's Creamery Bridge on West Hill 

in mid-September. The winning bid was $598,632.30. 

 The Contract completion date was July 31, 2009.  The 

work on the superstructure was completed on or about July 3, 
however road conditions forced a delay in the work on the 

abutments until August 13. Road grading and the installation 

of guard rails was finished on or about September 14. 
      Structural problems forced closure of the bridge in the 

summer of 1994. An inspection team recommended interim 

rehabilitation to avoid collapse of the structure under its own 

weight and snow loading. The bridge was closed with con-
crete barriers. Over time water washing down into the bridge 

from the east end contributed to the rotting of the floor and 

floor timbers. 

 

Williamsville Bridge WGN 45-13-05 

By Ray Hitchcock 

Jim Ligon, Alpine Construction and crew are busily 

building the replacement replica of the very tired and 

very worn Williamsville bridge.  The current bridge 

decking is pretty deteriorated and local people are appar-

ently keeping the tire repair and replacement companies 

in business. 

The crew has a tight work area just west of the bridge 

and have been forced to block off one lane of the high-

way.  People are used to one lane as the bridge is also 

restricted to one.  Jim reports that they will have the two 

lattice and floor beams assembled within the next few 

weeks. Glulam beams are used as the bottom chord to 

provide additional strength for the heavy traffic that fre-

quents the bridge. Materials are in place and all appears 

to be on schedule. 

 

Hutchins Bridge Finished - October 29 

WGN 45-06-07 

By Joe Nelson 

October 29, 2009 - It's Thursday, cloudy and threatening rain, 

the final day of the project. The last of the heavy equipment is 

moving out after completing the installation of new guardrails, 

leaving Alpine Construction people to smooth the ground 

Creamery Bridge, WGN 45-06-09. A view of the south portal, the 

approach rail, and the upstream side by Joe Nelson fall 2009 

Williamsville Bridge construction site - lattice construction w/ bot-

tom chord Glulam, by Ray Hitchcock  November 2009 


